
James 2:14-26 "Application of the Perfect Law (Pt. 2 Faith v. Works)" October 15, 2023

INTRODUCTION

* This is now the sixth week that we have been studying the letter of James to the twelve tribes which were scattered as a result of the persecution of the 
church.

* James opened his letter to them by exhorting them to consider their troublesome situations as joyous events which have been allowed in their lives to 
strengthen their endurance and prove the genuineness of their faith.  He instructed them that our troublesome times are not caused by God - who is the 
giver of every good gift and perfect bestowment - but ultimately arise as a result of our misguided burning passions.  James challenged them to be doers
of the word - the Perfect Law of Liberty - and not to deceive themselves by being hearers only.

* James then begins to apply this exhortation to our practical theology ... how we live out what we believe.
* Today, we will consider the second of these applications:  Faith vs. Works.  This portion almost prevented the letter of James from being included in what 

was accepted as the inspired Word of God.

INSTRUCTION

I. THE C_____________________

II. THE C_____________________  (v. 14)

* Romans 1:16-17

* Romans 3:21-28

* Galatians 2:15-21

* Ephesians 2:4-10

* Galatians 5:1-26

* Titus 1:15-16

* 1 John 1:5-7;   2:3-6;   2:9-11

III. THE C_____________________  (v. 15-25)

A. Consider The B________ (v. 15-17)

B. Consider The D________ (v. 18-19)

C. Consider A____________ (v. 20-24)

D. Consider R____________ (v. 25)

IV. THE C_____________________  (v. 26)

INTROSPECTION

* What do your works reveal about your faith?

* Is your faith evidenced by your life style and life choices?   What does the "substance" of your life reveal about your faith?

* Is your "belief" an intellectual assent ... or heartfelt commitment?

* Is there a need to change the way you think and therefore the way you act?

INTERACTION ... Thoughts & Questions to ponder for later discussion
* As I/we interact with others, who refer to themselves as Christians, what other Scripture passages would be important to 

consider in determining "genuineness" of faith ... and our interaction with them?
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