Acts 12:25 - 13:3 "Serving the Lord" February 26, 2023
INTRODUCTION

* Jesus told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they were empowered by the Holy Spirit. As they waited, they prayed. The Holy Spirit then empowered
them and they willingly proclaimed the message of Christ to the crowd that gathered. Three thousand people turned to Christ that day!

* Prayer then became an integral part of the life of the church:
- "And they continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers." (2:42)
- :Peter and John were going to the Temple at the hour of prayer when they healed the lame man and when they were released they went to where the
church would be gathered ... and the church prayed and received power (Acts 3 & 4)
- The Elders of the church realized that there were struggles in the church because they had been taken away from two of the primary functions:
prayer and the study of God's Word. (Acts 6)
- Stephen prayed while being stoned to death (Acts 7)
- Peter and John prayed for the new believers in Samaria, and challenged Simon to pray for forgiveness. He then asked them to pray for him. (Acts 8)
- The Lord spoke to Ananias through prayer that he was to go to heal Saul ... who was praying! (Acts 9)
- While praying and fasting, Cornelius was sent an angel who told him to send for Peter. When the representatives come, Peter is praying! (Acts 10)
- While Peter was in prison "constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church" (Acts 12)

* The early church recognized it's dependence upon YHWH and spent much time in prayer to Him. As a result, the Word and Church of God multiplied!

* Today, we return to the church of Antioch with Barnabas and Saul, and see that prayer was at core of what we refer to as: "Missions."

INSTRUCTION

I. THE C

A. The D of The Leadership
* BARNABAS (cf. 4:36)
SIMEON, being called Niger (cf. Acts 1:23; 7:58)
LUCIUS of Cyrene (cf. 11:19-20)
MANAEN who was brought up with Herod the tetrarch (cf. Matt 14:1-10; Luke 13:31-32; 23:7-11)
SAUL
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B. The M of the Leadership
* cf. Luke 1:23; Romans 13:6; 15:16; 15:27; 2 Corinthians 9:12; Philippians 2:17, 25, 30; Hebrews 1:7,14; 8:2, 6; 9:21; 10:11

C. The F of the Leadership
1. THEM OF FASTING
2. THET OF JESUS
a. TheE of Christ (cf. 4:2)
b. TheE of Christ (cf. 6:17-18)
c. TheE of Christ (cf. 9:14-15)
d. TheE of Christ (cf. 17:14-21)
II. THEC
A. They Were C By The Holy Spirit

1. THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (cf. v. 3, 4)
2. THE SPECIFICITY OF THE CALL

B. They Were C By The Elders

INTROSPECTION

* How faithful are we, as a church, to seek the Lord of the Harvest -- to use us?!
* Prayer is critical in the life of the church ... and the believer individually!

* What does your personal worship and prayer life look like?

* MEN - How committed are you to becoming a spiritual leader in the church?

* Is there a need to change the way you think and therefore the way you act?

INTERACTION ... Thoughts & Questions to ponder for later discussion

* How can we grow in our desire to spend time in prayer with one another? Is there a need for revival (a renewing of the fervor for God) in
our church?
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