
BIBLE READING: Mt. 18:15-20              MESSAGE TITLE:  Discipleship & Discipline in a Healthy Church May 15, 2022 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 * This is week #4 in our sermon series entitled ‘Marks of a Healthy Church’ in which we are using selected passages from God’s Word to explore the 
“four ships” or “armada” of the church: Worship, Discipleship, Fellowship and Stewardship.  Those four pillars support everything that characterizes a 
healthy, impactful and God-honoring church. 

 * David Hayes got us started with a 2-week examination of the building blocks of the church by using key passages in Acts 2 and Acts 4 about the early 
church.  This provided a great reminder that the church does not need to reinvent itself to align with the culture.  Rather, we need to rely on God’s 
Word to provide all that we need to function effectively in this increasingly chaotic, God-rejecting and Biblically-illiterate world in which we live. 

 * Then last week, Pastor Bob took us back a step to consider the foundation of those 4 pillars, and of the church itself, as we looked at Jesus’ vitally 
important question in Matthew 16, “Who do you say that I am?”.  For without a proper understanding of WHO Jesus is, and what He accomplished 
through the cross and His resurrection, the church has no basis for having any value or impact on the world today (see 1 Cor. 15:1-19) 

 * And now, this morning, we want to take some time to focus on just one of those “ships” or “pillars”, namely Discipleship.  We’ll start by looking at the 
nature of true discipleship, and then take a look at what I believe is one of the too often neglected disciplines of discipleship, namely how we deal with 
sin in the church.  In other words, the discipline of church discipline.  I’ll then share a few thoughts about the power behind effective discipleship and 
church discipline, before wrapping things up by talking about how we can apply what we learn this morning in the context of Jesus’ Great 
Commission of Matthew 28. 

INSTRUCTION 
 

I. What Exactly is Discipleship? 

 Discipleship Defined (Disciple = Strong's G3101: mathētēs (a learner, pupil, disciple): 

 Discipleship vs. E_________________: 

 S__________________ vs. Discipleship: 

 Four Key Components of Effective Discipleship: 

1. Putting __________ __________ in ALL Things (Mt. 16:24) 

2. K___________, T____________ & O__________ God’s Word (James 1:22, Jn. 8:31-32) 

3. F________________ 

4. L____________ O____________ 

II. Loving Others through Discipline: An Oft-Neglected Discipline of Discipleship (Mt. 18:15-18) 

 The P_________ of discipline within the church 

 The G______ of discipline is R_____________ (1 Cor. 5, 2 Cor. 2:3-11) 

 Some cautions to keep in mind… 

III.  The Power Behind Effective Discipleship & Discipline 

 H____________ (Mt. 7:1-5) 

 P___________ (Mt. 18:19-20) 

 A______________ (Mt. 18:18) 

IV.  Application: A Closer Look at Jesus’ Great Commission (Mt. 28:16-20) 

 An Empowering T________ 

 A Call to A__________ 

 A Stabilizing P_____________ 



 

INTROSPECTION 
 

 * When you consider those 4 key components of discipleship I mentioned, where are you the 
weakest?  What steps do you need to take to strengthen that component? 

 * Confronting sin in others is never easy, but it is one of the most loving things we can do for 
another believer.  Is there someone that you need to approach this week? 

 * How are you stewarding the authority Jesus has delegated to you for making disciples? 

 * Who are you currently discipling?  Who is discipling you? 

 * Is there a need to change the way you think and therefore the way you act? 

 

INTERACTION 
 

How do you view your role and responsibilities as it relates to Jesus’ Great Commission of Matthew 28?  What can the 
church do to help you more effectively make Jesus’ last command, your first concern? 


