BIBLE READING: Acts 2:29-47 MESSAGE TITLE: Foundation of a Healthy Church April. 24,2022

INTRODUCTION

* Today we start a new message series — “The Marks of a Healthy Church”. Over the next 10 weeks we are going to look at eight passages in the Bible
to draw out and apply things that characterize a healthy church, including who and what we are as a healthy church and what a healthy church does.
These passages will include examining the example of the first church, what Jesus said about the church, what Paul said about the church, and what
the writer of Hebrews said about healthy believers.

* In the book of Acts we have great detail about how the first church (in Jerusalem) exploded from 120 followers of Christ to over 3000 and then to

many thousands. Today, in Acts 2, we will see a list of building blocks that contribute to the foundation of a healthy church. These will be drawn

from the example of that first church, as it grew from 120 people to approximately 3120 people — in a single day! Next week we will further develop a

few of these building blocks from Acts 4.

The purpose of this series is to help us, as individuals and as a church, to pursue being and remaining a healthy church, in order that Christ as head of

the church will be honored and in order that God will be glorified in and by and through us. If we don’t know what a healthy church is, or if we forget,

then we are aimless and unlikely to be or remain a healthy church.

Healthy believers lead to healthy churches, and healthy churches help individuals to be healthy believers.

INSTRUCTION
1. The Foundation of the Church is 1 Corinthians 3:11

*

I1. Building Blocks for a Healthy Church

1. Genuine C -- Faith in Christ v.37-41 The Romans 10:13-17 description

Characterized by ... Sent > Preach > Hear - Believe > Call - Saved
v.37C of S

v.38 R Greek #3340 metanoeo (verb) = to change one’s mind

v.41 R the W See items in v.22; v.23 & 36; v. 24 & 31-33; v.31 & 36

2.B -AP Step of O v.41 Greek #907 baptizo (verb) = to dip, dunk, immerse

Romans 6:3-4; Acts 8:14-16; 8:34-38; 10:44-48; 16:31-33; 19:1-7

3. Continued Steadfastly in God’s W v. 42 John 14:21,23; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16-17; Hebrews 4:12
Romans 10:13-15; Matthew 24:35; Psalm 1:1-3

4. Continued Steadfastly in F v. 42

5. Continued Steadfastly in B of B v. 42, 46 1 Corinthians 11:20; Acts 20:7-12

6. Continued Steadfastly in P v. 42

7.P God v. 47 Two types of Growth:

8.G v. 47 Spiritual Growth happens ...

Acts 4:4; 5:14; 2 Corinthians 4:15; Colossians 1:6; 1 Corinthians 12:18; Ephesians 4:15-16; Romans 8:28-29; 1 Corinthians 3:5-7; 1 Pt 2:2

INTROSPECTION

* Have you truly been born again? ... a genuine conversion?

* Are you continuing steadfastly in the things that contribute to a healthy church?

* How is your spiritual growth going?

* Do you want a healthy church?

* IS THERE A NEED TO CHANGE THE WAY YOU THINK ... AND, THEREFORE, THE WAY YOU ACT?

INTERACTION

* Does Acts 2:38 mean that baptism is required to obtain forgiveness of your sins? Come to Care Group to discuss this!!
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