
TEXT: John 21:1-25 TITLE: "Follow Me and Feed My Sheep" 19 December 2021 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 * During the past nine months we have been considering John’s presentation of Jesus – the Son of God who became flesh in order that He might 
become the payment for our sins, as the Lamb of God.  Jesus became that payment – the sacrifice to take away our sins – when He was crucified.  Jesus’ 
final statement on the cross was: “It is Finished!”  Three days later, He rose bodily from the dead, appearing first to Mary Magdalene and then to two 
disciples traveling to Emmaus (cf. Luke 24:13-35).  Last week we covered the third and fourth appearances of Jesus, which were the first two 
appearances to His disciples after His resurrection – first to 10 of the 11 (Thomas was missing) and then to all 11.  Today we cover the last chapter in 
the Gospel of John. 

 
 * Speaking of Jesus’ disciples, Luke writes in Acts 1:3 – “… to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, 

being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.”  The New Testament records at least 10 
appearances by Jesus to various people and groups during this forty day period.  John ends his account with one of these, where Jesus appears to seven 
of His disciples in Galilee along the shore of the Sea of Tiberias (also known as the Sea of Galilee).  This appearance shows us three different ways that 
this is the same risen Jesus as the Jesus the disciples had known prior to the crucifixion.  Jesus challenges Peter to “Follow Me” and to “Feed My 
sheep”. 

 

INSTRUCTION 
 

 I. Background  (John 21:7,20)                       Also John 13:23; 19:26: 20:2 
           Related phrases in John 18:15-16; 20:2-9; and probably 1:35-39 
               The disciple Jesus L_____________     Who? 
 
    Appearances by Jesus after His resurrection How many?                                       John 21 records which one of them? 
 
 
 II. The Miracle  (John 21:1-11) 
 

  1. The Situation – “I am ________ _______”         What did fishing represent to Peter? 
    
         
  2. The S__________   v. 5-6, 11      See also Luke 5:1-11 
    
   This risen J_____ is the same J______ who does M_______ 
 
    
 III. The Meal  (John 21:9-14)     Does Jesus need our help?          What does He invite us to do? 
   
   This risen J_____ is the same J______ who does P_______ 
 
 IV. The Conversation  (John 21:15-23)     What are the “these” in v.15 ? 
  agapao = S_______ L____    v.15,16     John 3:16; 13:34-35; 14:21-23; 1 Cor 16:14,24; 1 Cor 13; 1 Peter 1:8,17,22 
 
               phileo = B_______ L____    v.15-17     John 5:20; 11:3,36; 15:19; 16:27; 1 Cor 16:22; Titus 3:4,15; 1 Peter 1:22 
 
 
 
   Motivation: L________                         Mission: C______ F___ T___ C________ 
 
 
   This risen J_____ is the same J______ who does L_______ and C_______ 
  
INTROSPECTION 
 

 *What’s your version of “fish”?  Do you love Christ more than it? 
 
 *How’s your love?  Are you growing in sacrificial love? 
 
 *Are you following Jesus?  What’s He asking you to do? 
 
 *IS THERE A NEED TO CHANGE THE WAY YOU THINK ...  AND, THEREFORE, THE WAY YOU ACT? 
 
INTERACTION ... Thoughts & Questions to ponder for later discussion 
 

 

 * In what situations do you think you truly love God with His kind of love, a sacrificial love?   
 * Is it easier to love God sacrificially and in a sustained way, or is it easier to love people this way?  Why?  What helps you to 

love sacrificially and in a sustained way?  Or is this impossible? 


