
TEXT:  2 Corinthians 10:1-7; Ephesians 6:10-19 TITLE: "The Weapons of Our Warfare" 29 March 2020

INTRODUCTION 

* We have spent the last two Sundays considering the subject of fasting and have spent this past week in a special time of prayer and fasting.
* As I mentioned in those messages, what originally seemed to be hiatus from our series actually was an addition to our series.  For today, we come to the 

portion of Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians where he will begin to take on probably the greatest affliction that we can face – spiritual affliction in the 
form of attacks against the truth of the Scriptures and the obedience to that truth.

* Paul begins this portion by declaring his desire to exhort them in meekness and gentleness, rather than in boldness.  However, there were some – false 
teachers – who were challenging his authority and the message which God had given him to share.  When you begin to share the truth of God’s Word, 
and begin to seek to live according to it’s standards, you will find that there are many in the world who do not care to hear the message.  Sadly, there are
many false teachers in the world as well.   Lord willing, we will consider this portion of Paul’s discussion after our Resurrection Day celebration.

* Today, we want to continue our consideration of the weapons of our warfare.  The word for “weapons” would be better translated “accoutrements.”  These
accoutrements are listed by Paul in his letter to the Ephesians. We will take another week to discuss these weapons before discussing their utilization.

INSTRUCTION

I. THE I_____________________ OF OUR WEAPONS (cf. Ephesians 6:10-19)

A. The Belt of Truth 

1. THE IMPORTANCE OF T______________

2. THE IMPORTANCE OF T______________  (cf. 1 Timothy 2:3-4; John 17:16-19; 1 Timothy 3:15; Ephesians 4:11-16, 25)

B. The Breastplate of Righteousness

1. THE I__________________ OF OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS  (cf. Philippians 3:7-9)

2. THE I__________________ OF CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 5:19; Isaiah 53:11)

C. The Footwear of the Gospel 

1. THE I__________________ OF SCRIPTURE (cf. Romans 1:16; 10:13-15; Isaiah 40:9; 52:7; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20)

2. THE I__________________ OF CHRIST  (cf. Matthew 28:19-20)

D. The Shield of Faith

1. THE O____________ OF OUR FAITH (cf. Psalm 5:12; 18:2,30; 28:7; 91:4; 115:9-11)

2. THE S__________________ OF OUR FAITH (cf  Hebrews 11:6) 

E. The Helmet of Salvation

1. THE I__________________ OF OUR SALVATION (cf. Titus 2:11; Acts 4:12;  Romans 10:8-10; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14)

2. THE D__________________ OF OUR SALVATION (cf. Ephesians 1:13-14; 1 Thessalonians 5:8-10; 1 Peter 1:3-5)

F. The Sword of the Spirit

1. THE WORD OF GOD (cf. Heb 4:12;  Rev 1:16; 2:16; 19:15;  Matt 4:4,7,10-11;  Acts 6:1-7; 1 Thess 2:13)

2. THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT (cf. John 14:26;  16:7-13;  Luke 12:11-12)

G. The Power of Prayer 

1/ THE T___________ OF PRAYER (cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; 2 Timothy 1:3) 

2. THE I__________________ OF PRAYER (Colossians 4:2; Matthew 26:41; 1 Peter 4:7; Acts 12:5) 

II. THE U____________________ OF OUR WEAPONS … Next Week

INTROSPECTION

* What condition is your armor in?  

* If God was to call us into formation for inspection, how would He find us?

* How is your prayer life?  Are you praying for others in the church on a regular basis?

* Is there a need to change the way you think … and therefore act?

INTERACTION ... Thoughts & Questions to ponder for later discussion
It may be helpful to re-read the passage before the discussion.

* How can we, as an assembly, seek to edify the body of Christ to be better equipped to stand against the wiles of the devil?



1 Timothy 2:3-4 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.

John 17:16-19 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You 
sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be 
sanctified by the truth.

1 Timothy 3:14-15 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly; 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may 
know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth.

Ephesians 4:11-16, 25 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 
for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that
we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the
cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--
Christ-- 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective 
working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.  …  25 Therefore, 
putting away lying, "LET EACH ONE OF YOU SPEAK TRUTH WITH HIS NEIGHBOR," for we are members of one another.

------------------------
Philippians 3:7-9 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the 

excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish,
that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

-----
2 Corinthians 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Romans 5:19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous.
Isaiah 53:11 He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall 

bear their iniquities.
------------------------
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew 

first and also for the Greek.
Romans 10:13-15 For "WHOEVER CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL BE SAVED." 14 How then shall they call on Him in whom

they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a 
preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE 
WHO PREACH THE GOSPEL OF PEACE, WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS!"

Isaiah 40:9 O Zion, You who bring good tidings, Get up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, You who bring good tidings, Lift up your 
voice with strength, Lift it up, be not afraid; Say to the cities of Judah, "Behold your God!"

Isaiah 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains Are the feet of him who brings good news, Who proclaims peace, Who brings glad 
tidings of good things, Who proclaims salvation, Who says to Zion, "Your God reigns!"

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and 
has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading 
through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.

-----
Matthew 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age." Amen.

------------------------
Psalms 5:12 For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous; With favor You will surround him as with a shield.
Psalms 18:2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn 

of my salvation, my stronghold.
Psalms 18:30 As for God, His way is perfect; The word of the LORD is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in Him.
Psalms 28:7 The LORD is my strength and my shield; My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped; Therefore my heart greatly rejoices, 

And with my song I will praise Him.
Psalms 91:4 He shall cover you with His feathers, And under His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler.
Psalms 115:9-11 O Israel, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield. 10 O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD; He is their help 

and their shield. 11 You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.
-----
Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 

rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
------------------------



Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
Acts 4:12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."
Romans 10:8-10 But what does it say? "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART" (that is, the word of faith 

which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from
the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from 
the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 14 to which He called you by 
our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

-----------

Ephesians 1:13-14 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having 
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of 
the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

1 Thessalonians 5:8-10 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of 
salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that 
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.

1 Peter 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that 
does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.

------------------------------------------

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Revelation 1:16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like 
the sun shining in its strength.

Revelation 2:16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth.
Revelation 19:15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them 

with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
Matthew 4:4 But He answered and said, "It is written, 'MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE, BUT BY EVERY WORD THAT 

PROCEEDS FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD.' "
Matthew 4:7 Jesus said to him, "It is written again, 'YOU SHALL NOT TEMPT THE LORD YOUR GOD.' "
Matthew 4:10-11 Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND 

HIM ONLY YOU SHALL SERVE.' " 11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.
Acts 6:1-7 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the 

Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the 
disciples and said, "It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren, seek 
out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this 
business; 4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word." 5 And the saying pleased the 
whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6 whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid 
hands on them. 7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.

1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard 
from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who 
believe.

-----------

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you.

John 16:7-13 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to 
you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment: 9 of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no 
more; 11 of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 12 "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His 
own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.

Luke 12:11-12 "Now when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how or what you 
should answer, or what you should say. 12 For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say."

------------------------------------------

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you.

2 Timothy 1:3 I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in my 
prayers night and day,

-----------

Colossians 4:2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;
Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."
1 Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.
Acts 12:5 Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church.


